HCL 401 - HISTORY OF ANCIENT ROME: THE REPUBLIC
FALL 2018 -19 Tuesday-Thursday, 9:00-10:20
Prof. Giulia Pettena – giulia.pettena@csufirenze.it - giulia.pettena@gmail.com
Office hours: Tuesday, 10,30-11,30 or by appointment – CSU Library.

COURSE DESCRIPTION
Contents: This course focuses on the history and the culture of the Romans, from
Rome’s beginnings in myth and legend to its rise to the domination of the
Mediterranean world and its violent conversion from a Republic to an Empire.
The analysis of the major institutions of the Roman Republic, will help in tracing the
origins of many aspects of Western European culture and of modern Western
societies and political systems.
When possible, we will give a privileged place to primary sources in translation,
letting the characters of this historical period speak for themselves (excerpts from
major republican authors such as Cicero, Polybius, Sallust).
CSU GE category: D5
Method: Illustrated lectures. Classes and lectures will be held in English. Research
documents for the students (bibliography, graphic materials, synopsis of the course,
and color slides).
As Italy is the homeland of the Romans, the course is supplemented by visits, field
trips and on site learning activities.
Teaching methods include:
ü Lectures and class discussion;
ü Assigned readings and class discussion;
ü Web researches;
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ü Videos;
ü Students-led seminaries and students’ presentations;
ü In-class group activities;
ü Museums and sites visits.
____________________________________________________________________
REQUIRED BOOKS / READINGS:
To buy:
LE GLAY M., VOISIN J.-L., LE BOHEC Y., (EDS.), A HISTORY OF ROME, WILEYBLACKWELL 2009.
On reserve in CSU Florence library. Library session tba.
Costs and location for purchasing the textbook: 30,52 Eur on
www.bookdepository.com and www.amazon.it (also used).
Downloads:
assigned readings for each class will be shared by the instructor on Dropbox or
posted on CSU website.
Students are expected to collect any additional materials/photocopy distributed in
class by the instructor and to consider it as part of the program, to be tested during
exams.
Additional readings and web resources may be given during the semester.
GENERAL COURSE REQUIREMENTS
You are responsible for the weekly readings, the information given to you in class, on
handouts and via email. Part of your grade will be determined by regular
attendance, participation in class discussions and active engagement in all activities
of this course. Make sure to check your email on a regular basis for updates and
additional information.
CLASS SITE VISITS
Visits to museums and other institutions and sites are included in this course and
you are required to attend all of them. The trips and visits will be carefully prepared
in class: archaeological sites, monuments and works of art in general will be
surveyed beforehand in a lecture-slide format with some discussion.
LEARNING OBJECTIVES
Upon completion of this course, students will:
• Gain understanding of the general value of the knowledge of ancient history
and culture as a means of interpreting the human experience in general and
the origins of modern societies.
• Have a good understanding of the concept of primary and secondary source.
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• Define and master the basic events of Roman History, from the foundation of
Rome to the fall of the Empire.
• Become familiar with the daily life, values and social attitudes of the ancient
Romans during the Republic and early centuries of the Empire.
• Demonstrate familiarity with some cultural issues typical of the period
studied: the impact of Greek culture, the role of women, the importance and
functionality of Roman religion, general features of art, Roman architecture
and structural engineering, relations with non-roman populations, the
frontiers and their cultural function.
• Demonstrate familiarity with some institutional features of Ancient Rome: the
administrative organization, the role of the different assemblies, the role of the
army, the cursus honorum, the structure of the provinces.
• Trace the origins of many aspects of Western European culture and of
contemporary Western society in general.
• Gain understanding of the political, religious and intellectual heritage of
Roman society and use it as a means of interpreting the human experience
through history.
•

Recognize and understand how much of the English language is affected by
Latin vocabulary.

LEARNING OUTCOMES
At the end of the semester students will be able to:
• Demonstrate knowledge of particular social practices and cultural systems as
constructed by the ancient Roman society.
• Demonstrate the skills necessary to engage people living in today’s societies
through knowledge of the cultural heritage left by ancient Roman civilization.
• Demonstrate openness to difference and critical reflection when encountering
values and beliefs that are different from their own.
• Demonstrate knowledge of the general value of ancient history and culture as
a means of interpreting human experience and the origins of contemporary
societies.
• Identify possible causes and consequences of significant historical events of
the Roman civilization and demonstrate knowledge of the origins of many
aspects of the European culture and of contemporary Western societies.
• Explain processes of change over time as well as historical continuity within a
chronological and geographical framework.
• Understand and formulate historical argument, discussion and reasoning,
evaluate historical evidence, and assess historical interpretations.
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GRADES AND EXAMS
Your grade will be determined by 2 in-class exams (mid-term and final), on 2
papers, 1 oral presentation, attendance and class participation, proportionally
broken as follows:
Mid-term Exam
Final Exam
Papers
Class Participation
oral presentation)

30%
30%
20% The deadlines for the papers are Dec. 18 and Feb. 7.
20% (Class participation, attendance, class site visits, field trip

100-94
A
93-90
A89-88
B+
87-83
B
82-80
B79-77
C+
76-73
C
72-69
C68-67
D+
66-63
D
62-60
D59 and below F
A Student performance has been outstanding and indicates an exceptional degree of academic achievement in
meeting learning outcomes and course requirements
B Student performance has been at a high level and indicates solid academic achievement in meeting learning
outcomes and course requirements
C Student performance has been adequate and indicates satisfactory academic achievement in meeting learning
outcomes and course requirements
D Student performance has been less than adequate and indicates deficiencies in meeting the learning outcomes
and/or course requirements
F Student performance has been unacceptable and indicates a failure to meet the learning outcomes and/or
course requirements

The + and - symbols will be used for grading (except for A+). Specific information
about the paper, exams and other projects will be given to you during the semester.
Late work lowers 1 letter grade.
You must complete ALL requirements for this course.
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CLASS CODE OF CONDUCT
Activities unrelated to the course (including private conversations, emailing, text
messaging, reading, web surfing, etc.) are not permitted during class time. Please
turn off or put all electronic devices on silent mode prior to the beginning of the
class.
Academic Dishonesty Will Not Be Tolerated.
Any form of plagiarism or cheating may result in a failing final grade in the course
and might be reported to IP and your campus. You are better off spending your time
studying for the class. If you have questions about what constitutes academic
dishonesty, please refer to the student handbook and catalog of your campus and
also ask me and/or the Resident Director for more information.
ATTENDANCE
CSU Policy 2018-2019 (for classes that meet twice a week):
Attendance to all CSU courses is mandatory. Two unexcused absences are allowed
during the semester but more than two unexcused absences will lower your grade as
follows (excused absences will be accepted for serious medical reasons or
emergencies): THREE unexcused absences, lowers 1 letter grade; FOUR unexcused
absences, lowers 2 letter grades; FIVE unexcused absences, lowers 3 letter grades.
More than FIVE unexcused absences could result in failure of the course.
In order not to disrupt the class, punctuality is required. Students are expected to be
in class at the beginning of the class hour; any delay exceeding ten minutes will be
considered an absence.
Important: Exams
You must attend all exams and quizzes as scheduled. Dates of mid-term and final
exams can not be changed. Make-up exams are given only for valid reasons. Please
check your academic calendar BEFORE you book trips, flights and hotels.
Missing the midterm or the final exam could result in failure of the course.
COPYRIGHT AND PRIVACY LAWS
No portion of the texts, films, videos, and other material used in this course can be
reproduced in any format including scanning, electronic downloading or sharing of
files.
In addition, no portion of class lectures, discussions, and activities can be
reproduced and used any format, including electronic, without the written consent
of the instructor and/or guest speakers.
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CHANGES
Information contained in this syllabus, including the class calendar, other than that
mandated by the University, may be subject to change with advance notice, as
deemed appropriate by the instructor.
CLASS CALENDAR
Class
Week 1

Nov. 6

Topic
Introduction:
course and syllabus presentation
The sources for Roman History

Week 2

Rome: the Origins
(Legends + Archaeology)

Le Glay, Chap. 2, pp. 21-25.

Nov. 13

The Kingdom

Le Glay, Chap. 2, pp. 26-33.

The Beginning of the Republic 1: the Latin League and the First
Conquest of Italy (Samnite Wars
etc.)
Nov. 16 Visit to the National
FRIDAY Archaeological Museum of
Florence (9:30-12:30).
Entrance Fee € 4,00

Week 4

Le Glay,
“Introduction”,
pp. XXII-XXIV.

Nov. 8

Nov. 15

Week 3

Reading Assignment

Nov. 20

The Beginning of the Republic 2: the Latin League and the First
Conquest of Italy (Samnite Wars
etc.)

Le Glay, Chap. 3, pp. 43-45; 50-53.

Le Glay, Chap. 3, pp. 43-45; 50-53.

Nov. 22

NO CLASS (THANKSGIVING
BREAK)

Nov. 27

Society: Class & Family
(The struggle of orders)

Le Glay, Chap. 3, pp. 45-50; 53-56.

Nov. 29

Government and Army

Le Glay, Chap. 3, pp. 56-60;
Chap. 4, pp. 63-66.

Religion & Daily Life

Le Glay, Chap. 2, pp. 33-39; Chap.
3, pp. 71-72.
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Class
Week 5

Week 6

Topic

Reading Assignment

Dec. 4

The Growth of the Republic -1
(War and conquest in the Third
Century BCE)

Le Glay, Chap. 4, pp. 66-70.

Dec. 6

The Growth of the Republic -2
(War and conquest in the Third
Century BCE)

Le Glay, Chap. 4, pp. 66-70.

Dec. 11

The Punic Wars -1 (The Scipios,
Cato the Censor; Polybius)

Le Glay, Chap. 4, pp. 73-87; Chap.
5, pp. 93-95.
Readings from Polybius.

Dec. 13

The Punic Wars – 2 (The Scipios,
Cato the Censor; Polybius)

Le Glay, Chap. 4, pp. 73-87; Chap.
5, pp. 93-95.
Readings from Polybius.

Week 7

Dec. 18

Rome and Provinces (Illyria, Gaul Le Glay, Chap. 5, pp. 95-103.
Macedonia, Spain, Africa, Asia)
Deadline for mid-term papers.

Dec. 20
Dec. 21 – Jan. 6
Week 8

Jan. 8

MID-TERM EXAM
WINTER BREAK
The Social and Political
Transformation brought about
by the Conquests:

Le Glay, Chap. 5, pp. 107-120.

The Gracchi and the Social War
Jan. 10

Crisis of the Republic -1:

Le Glay, Chap. 6, pp. 123-136.

Marius and Sulla
Week 9

Jan. 15

Crisis of the Republic -2:
Pompey

Le Glay, Chap. 6, pp. 136-139;
141-144.

Cicero (Orator and Philosopher)

Le Glay, Chap. 6, pp. 144-145.

The Catilinian Conspiracy:

Cicero, Orationes in Catilinam

Cicero

Sallust, Catilinae Coniuratio,
The Jugurthine War

Sallust
Jan. 17

Caesar - 1 (100-50 BCE)
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Le Glay, Chap. 6, pp. 139-141;
145-153.
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Class
Week 10

Topic

Jan. 22

Caesar - 2 (Civil War)

Jan. 24

Students’ oral presentations

Reading Assignment
Le Glay, Chap. 6, pp. 154-158

Jan. 25 Visit to the archaeological area
FRIDAY and museum in Fiesole (9.30 – 13)
Reduced fee € 6,00
Week 11

Week 12

Jan. 29

Students’ oral presentations

Jan. 31

The Fall of the Republic -1

Le Glay, Chap. 6, pp. 159-170;
179-184.

Feb. 5

The Fall of the Republic - 2

Le Glay, Chap. 6, pp. 159-170;
179-184.

Feb. 7

Final review
Deadline for final papers.

Week 13 Feb. 11-14 FINAL EXAM
(date and time to be announced)
Visit to the archaeological area and museum in Fiesole (date and time to be
announced) Reduced fee € 6,00

8

